Prognostic assessment of fulminant hepatitis from indication criteria for liver transplantation.
The clinical outcome in 15 patients with fulminant hepatitis was predicted by the indication criteria for liver transplantation used in five different transplantation centers. Fifty-four to 100% of 13 fulminant hepatitis patients died who were fulfilled with these criteria for transplantation. Most of the patients died within five to nine days after the decision of liver transplantation was made. Takahashi's score of prognostic assessment for fulminant hepatitis decreased rapidly during the time when all the different criteria in transplantation centers were fulfilled. However, two survival cases with the acute type of fulminant hepatitis were incorrectly judged to be transplanted by the two criteria. The Cambridge's criterion for liver transplantation predicted the prognosis of fulminant hepatitis most correctly; sensitivity was 84.6% and specificity 100%.